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Women   in   the   East   and
the   West

ON the question of the status of women, Mr. Parmelee says: "The
seclusion of women in the home has existed in varying degrees at
many times and places, in the Occident as well as in the Orient. It
is far more characteristic of the East than of the West. It must,
however, be remembered that at all times and places where it has
existed it has been primarily and mainly true of the women of the
upper classes. The women of the lower classes usually have to work
with the men in the fields and elsewhere.... Like polygamy wher-
ever it has existed, the complete seclusion of women is largely a
luxury of the men of the upper classes" (Parmelee, Oriental and
Occidental Culture, p. 131). He notes how women were not secluded
in Japan prior to Chinese influence and how to-day they are free
again due to the spread of industrialism. Of "purdah/* or the
seclusion of women in India, he says that "even in northern and
central India the majority of the Hindu women, at any rate the
lower class women, are free from the 'purdah* so far as appearing
in public with faces uncovered is concerned. In southern India
there has never been any trace whatsoever of the 'purdah/ The
women move about freely and with no attempt at concealment"
(ibid., p. 140). Burma knows no 'purdah.5 In Malaya peninsula and
in Java even Moslem women are not secluded.

In connection with the status of women it is instructive to note
jthe evolution it has gone through in the West, from the days of
ancient Greece, the fountain-head of Western civilization, to
modern times, and to note parallels with the East. Writing on the
"Evolution of Women" in Woman's Coming ofAge, Mr. Robert